
 

 

BLACK INK SKETCH - POSTSCRIPT 

1. Opening Comments 

This Black Ink Sketch postscript is the result of Veronica W’s observation that the edge 
detection algorithm was “over-doing” images that have trees in them, to wit, this: 

 

The above is Veronica’s image. 

Being the darkest part of the image, one’s eyes are drawn to the trees and it is over-done.   

The objective of this article is to show you how to isolate an area and treat it differently, 
with a more aggressive Smart Blur, and then blend the resulting edges back into the 
composite.   

 

  



2. Step One 
For the purposes of this article, I’ve skipped the Textured layer and simply used a yellowy-
beige coloured background.  Now, do Steps One, Two, Three, and Four of the “Black Ink 
Sketch” article, and your image should look something like this: 
 

 
 
 And indeed, the trees in my image, on the right, are just way too busy.  
 

  



3. Step Two 
I need to isolate the trees. So close all the open layers and go to your original photograph 
and make a copy; do: Layer->Duplicate Layer and press OK. 
 
Now, using either one of the Marquee Tools or one of the Lasso Tools….. 

 
  
…draw around the offending area, like this: (I’ve used the Lasso Tool): 

 
 
In the above I’ve isolated the trees and I now want this area on its own layer; so do: Layer-
>New->Layer Via Copy.  Your Layer Palette should look like this: 

 
 
 



4. Step Three 
Click, hold and drag the isolated trees to just above the edges layer you made earlier.  Your 
Layer Palette should look like this: 

 

Now I’m going to apply a more aggressive Smart Blur on the isolated layer; do: Filter->Blur-
>Smart Blur which launches the Smart Blur dialogue box.  In that dialogue box set:  

The Radius slider to 40;  

The Threshold slider to 50;  

Switch the Quality to High; and  

Leave the Mode set to Normal. 

Click the “OK” button….this will take a moment or two to process. 

If the Smart Blur is not aggressive enough undo the above Smart Blur step and then re-do it 
but increase the Radius and Threshold settings until you are happy with the outcome. For 
me to achieve what I wanted I had the Radius at 80 and the Threshold at 100 – see this: 

 

 

  



5. Step Four 
To find the edges; do: Filter->Stylize->Find Edges; then Image->Adjustments->Black & White 
and switch the Blend Mode from Normal to Multiply. Your image and Layer Palette should 
look like this: 

  
 
You will note that the edge detection algorithm has, rather unhelpfully, also found the edges 
of the isolated layer! The next few steps will be about how to remove them 
 

  



6. Step Five 
To remove the edges of the isolated layer, I’m not going to use the Eraser Tool as that 
destroys pixels, I’m going to use a Layer Mask – why?  If I make a mistake, or want to re-edit 
an image a later date, Layer Masks makes that objective easy, whereas most of the other PS 
tools destroy pixels, Layer Masks do not. 
First, make sure your Foreground Color is set to pure white. 

 
 
To check that the Foreground Color is in fact set to pure white, click on the Foreground 
Colour and this dialogue box will pop open: 

 
You want each of the RGB values set to 255. If they are not, simply enter 255 in each of RGB  
boxes. Once set, click the OK button. 
To make the Layer Mask; do: Layer->Layer Mask->Reveal All and you will now see a white 
coloured Layer Mask adjacent to the isolated trees; like this: 

 
When the Layer Mask is active, you’ll see these white edges around it – this is key.  I use 
Layer Masks extensively (in 99% of my images) – it is my number 1 ally and I urge you to 
embrace them with both arms.  But…before doing something to a Layer Mask, I always stop 
and check that the white edges are around the Layer Mask and not the layer itself.  
When the colour of a Layer Mask is set to white it means that all elements in the adjoining  
layer (the isolated trees) are allowed to play through the Mask and on to the Layers below.  
When parts of the Layer Mask are set to Black, the elements that are painted Black are 
blocked out and effectively eliminated.  



7. Step Six 
Zoom into the image so you can really see the edges of the isolated layer; this is at 300% 
magnification: 
 

 
 
 
Next, make sure the Foreground Color is set to Black.  (The keyboard shortcut to toggle the 
Foreground and Background Colors is the letter “X”). 

 
 
 

  



 
Press “B” on your keyboard, to activate the Brush Tool, then go to the top left-hand corner 
of the Photoshop screen, click the Brush icon, which launches the following dialogue box: 

 
 
Make sure you have selected a “Hard Round” brush, with small size, I’ve set mine to 20 
pixels. 
 
Now, just cross-check that you still have white edges around the Layer Mask, if not click on 
the Layer Mask, and start painting black over the edges of the isolated layer…..and they will 
disappear – magic! 

 
 

  



Remove all the offending edges and your isolated layer should look like this: 

 
You will also notice the thin black line in the Layer Mask, where you applied the black paint. 
 
If Steps 5 and 6 all seem a bit confusing, I’m sorry, and if something goes wrong re-do the 
Steps 5 and 6 until they goes to plan!  Just remember these two things:  

 Always double-check that white edges are around the Layer Mask and not 
the layer itself. 

 Always double-check that if you want something to be seen, the colour you 
are applying/painting to the Layer Mask must be white, and if you want to 
block out elements, the colour you are applying/painting to the Layer Mask 
must be black. 

If you make a mistake and accidentally put black paint on the branches, switch the 
Foreground Color to white and paint the branches back in – this is why Layer Masks are so 
great – it’s called “non-destructive editing”.  



8. Step Seven 
Now if you open up the layer with the main edges on it you’ll see all your handiwork on the 
isolated area is lost!  This is because you have not removed all the noisy detail from the main 
edges layer: 

 
 
So, guess what, add a Layer Mask to the main edges layer, set your Foreground Color to 
black, press “B” on your keyboard to activate the Brush Tool, go to the new Layer Mask and 
paint out all the detail. 
 

  



Here I’ve done the top half of the trees but not the bottom half: 

 
 
And here it is finished: 

 
 
 

 


